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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Hampden  ss. 

To  Marshall  Fox,  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  Greet- 
ing : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you  are  here- 
by directed  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Palmer,  on  Monday,  the  Seventeenth  of  March, 
inst.,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz : 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  Meeting. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the  year  en- 
suing. 

Art.  3.  To  act  on  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Selectmen,  School 
Committee,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  other  officers  of  the  Town. 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  increase  the  number  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  School 
Committee  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  the  Town  Schools,  and 
establish  his  salary. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  each  school  district 
to  choose  their  own  Prudential  Committee — and  authorize  them  to 
contract  with  School  Teachers  for  their  respective  districts. 

Art.  7.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  State  and  County  taxes,  for  support  of  schools,  highways,  and 
bridges,  and  all  other  Town  charges  for  the  year  ensuing,  and  make 
appropriations  of  the  same. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  any  money,  and  appro- 
priate the  same,  to  liquidate  or  reduce  the  debts  of  the  Town. 
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Art.  9.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  Highways 
and  Bridges  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  10.  To  see  what  course  the  Town  will  take  to  collect  the 
taxes  that  may  be  assessed  the  year  ensuing. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  their  Treasurer  to 
borrow  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  families  of  Volunteers,  until  the 
same  is  paid  from  the  State. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  pay  the  families  of 
Volunteers  any  more  than  it  receives  from  the  State. 

Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  allow  discounts  upon 
the  taxes  that  may  be  assessed,  and  state  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  same. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  instruct  the  Assessors 
to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  Town  Clerk  a  copy  of  the  Town 
Valuation  of  the  year  ensuing,  for  publication  with  the  next  report 
of  the  Selectmen,  and  pass  any  vote  on  the  same. 

Art.  15.    To  revise  the  list  of  jurors. 

Art.  16.    To  choose  Committees — and  give  them  instructions. 

And  you  are  hereby  required  to  serve  this  warrant  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  the  different  public  places  designated  by 
vote  of  the  Town,  eight  days  at  least  before  the  holding  of  said  meet- 
ing. Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  on  or  before  the  time  of  said 
meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  sixth  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1862. 

GEORGE  MOORES,  )  Selectmen 
J.  S.  LOOMIS,  y  of 

ABEL  WEBBER.       )  Palmer. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  Town  submit  the  following  Report  of  Re- 
ceipts and  Expenses  for  the  year  ending  March  12th,  1862. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  12,  1861,  $35  90 

Am't  rec'd  of  J.  S.  Loomis,  overpaid  on  bridge  matter,  5  00 
"         "    Alfred  Lamb  for  support  of  Molly  Ferry  from 

from  Oct.  1859  to  Oct.  1860,  95  51 

«          "    Lyman  S.  Hills,  for  taxes,  1860,  385  22 

"         "    J.  S.  Loomis,  borrowed,  200  00 

"          "      "       "       circus  license,  17  00 

«          "    State  school  fund,  154  83 

«          "    town     "       "    note,  49  50 

"  "  Roswell  S.  Hastings,  for  taxes  1861,  14,812  23 
"          "    license  of  12  dogs,  1861,  (less  10c  commission),    10  80 

"         "    Hawley  Kieth,  pasturing  colt,  19  00 

"          "         "         "     furniture  sold,  3  50 

"          "    town  of  Monson  for  repair  of  bridges,  34  69 

"          "    for  rent  of  Sophronia  Harris'  house,  45  00 

"         "    town  of  Marlboro  on  account  of  paupers,  5  00 

Total  amount  of  receipts,  $15,873  18 

EXPENDITURES. 
SCHOOLS. 

Balance  due  district  schools,  March  1861,  $1,112  97 
Appropriated  by  the  town  for  1861,  2,300  00 


Division  of  state  and  town  school  fund, 

204  33— $3,617  30 

Amount  paid  past  year. 

Overdrawn. 

Now  due- 

District  No.  1, 

$107  00 

$27  65 

u 

2, 

382  89 

$0  96 

u 

3, 

498  59 

$26  23 

u 

4, 

113  50 

24  92 

u 

5, 

186  03 

51  20 

it 

6, 

36  00 

94  77 

it 

8, 

112  00 

32  30 

This  amount  is  due 
from  Monson. 

u 

9, 

97  24 

7  25 

u 

10  and  13,  613  68  (•ffifiSSS*) 

258  38 

u 

11, 

114  37 

25  73 

u 

12, 

603  45 

269  50 

$2,864*75 

$65  78 

$755  11 
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GRADED  SCHOOL. 

Amount  due  March  12,  1861,  $213  89 

«      appropriated  by  the  town,  1861,  500  00— $713  89 

Orders  paid  as  follows  : 
Outstanding  order,  March  12,  1861,  $128  25 

Paid  orders  to  E.  S.  Snow,  for  teaching,  1861,    300  00— $428  *25 


$285  64 

Due  Mr.  Snow,  $200. 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

Amount  paid  as  follows  : 
Theron  McMaster,  support  of  Mary  McMaster,  Dec,  16,  '61,  $39  00 


J.  S.  Loomis,  for  coffins,  shrouds  and  bedsteads  for  paupers,  36  24 
"       "      for  coffin  and  expenses  burying  Miss  Speer, 

pauper,  12  00 

J.  S.  Loomis,  expenses  of  sickness  and  burying  J.  Burke,  29  75 

P.  P.  Kellogg,  goods  for  Poor  Farm,  85  00 

"                   "            "  86  83 

E.  Jones,  boarding  Mrs.  Harris,  a  pauper,  25  weeks,  37  50 

E.  Brown,  goods  for  Poor  Farm,  26  08 

M.  W.  French,  goods  for  Daniel  Lahey,  pauper,  12  06 

Dr.  Amasa  Davis,  medical  service,  1860-61,  45  00 
Nancy  Wright,  support  of  Charity  Baker,  one  year  ending 

March  1,  1861,  81  47 

John  Thayer,  goods  furnished  Mrs.  Harris,  15  00 
Hawley  Keith,  labor  on  Poor  Farm  one  year  ending 

April  1,  1861,  275  00 

J.  A.  Palmer,  wood  for  Mrs.  Goff,  3  62 

J.  S.  Loomis,  overseeing  poor,  25  00 

J.  S.  Loomis,  making  certificates  to  State  Alms  House,  50  00 
Theron  McMaster,  support  of  Mary  McMaster  3  months 

ending  March  1,  13  00 

Michael  Calerim,  keeping  paupers,  13  60 

Samuel  J.  Bullock,    "          "  6  50 

Elihu  Jones,  boarding  Mrs.  Harris,  23  50 
Geo.  Moores,  repairing  house  of  Mrs.  Harris  and  paying  taxes,  17  16 

George  Moores,  relief  of  sundry  paupers,  8  25 

Mrs.  Miller,  support  of  her  mother,  3  00 

J.  S.  Loomis,  support  of  paupers,  8  00 


$962  56 


7 


REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 
Amount  paid  as  follows  : 


"  "  certificate  of,  " 
Samuel  Atwood,  labor,  " 

"  "  certificate  of,  " 
Charles  Smith,  labor, 
S.  G.  Newton,  " 
"  "  "  certificates  of, 
J.  S.  Loomis,  labor, 
Elias  Paul,  " 
John  Feeney,  " 
Reuben  Stevens,  labor, 
J.  S.  Loomis,  certificates  of,  " 
James  O.  Hamilton,  labor,  " 
"  "  "  certificates  of, " 
William  Blodgett,  labor,  " 

"  "     certificates  of, " 

Alfred  Lamb,  labor,  " 
George  Fleming,  "  " 
Franklin  M.  Shaw,  labor,  " 
Charles  R.  Shaw,     "  " 

"     "     «    certificates  of,  " 
Lucius  Brown,  labor,  " 
Eli  Smith,  " 
Henry  Canterbury,  labor, 

"  "      certificates  of, 

A.  B.  Davis,  labor, 
A.  C.  Merrick,  " 
J.  A.  Palmer,  " 
Samuel  Bliss,  certificates, 
Calvin  Hastings,  labor, 


1 
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46  82 

it  . 

9  25 

a 

15  21—  71  28 

8  and  9, 

2  50—    2  50 

10, 

80  42—  80  42 

11, 

32  00 

a 

207  52—239  52 

12, 

1  49 

u 

2  32 

tt 

12  10 

u 

39  68—.  55  59 

13, 

35  00—  35  00 

Amount  expended  by  highway  surveyors,  $1,489  85 

Eugene  Shorley,  labor  on  highway  past  winter,  6  00 

M.  C.  Fenton,  putting  up  railings  on  highways,  20  00 

George  Fleming,  building  stone  bridge  near  H.  Smith's,         16  00 

Josiah  Gates,  repairing  bridge  and  putting  up  railings,  9  50 

Samuel  Atwood,  building  stone  bridge  near  Russell  Jenks',     10  12 

P.  P.  Potter,  plank  on  Three  Rivers  bridge,  38  06 

Frank  Barker,  repairing  bank  wall  Three  Rivers  bridge,         5  00 

James  O.  Hamilton,  labor  on  bridge  near  Blanchard's,  6  00 

A.  R.  Smith,  plank  for  Hastings  bridge,  6  40 

A.  Webber,  cash  paid  for  stone  work  Three  Rivers  bridge,       6  50 

Amount  carried  forward,  $123  58 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $123  58 

Ralph  Green,  bridge  timber,  3  00 

Jonathan  McElwain,  putting  up  railing  at  Burley  bridge,  6  25 

George  Randell,  labor  on  bridge  at  Three  Rivers,  11  50 

Harvey  Sedgwick,  breaking  out  roads  past  winter,  2  00 

J.  S.  King,  labor  on  Merrick  bridge,  1  50 

Abel  Webber,  repairing  bridges,  7  00 

"        "      cash  paid  for  labor  on  Three  Rivers  bridge,     25  06 


Miscellaneous  expenses,  $179  89 


Total  expended  on  highways  and  bridges,  $1,669  74. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 

Amount  paid  as  follows,  viz  : 

Otis  Company,  for  use  of  derrick  and  men,  $17  67 

Shubel  Chapman,  repairing  wagon,  damaged  on  highway,        8  50 

Rufus  Brown,  wood  i'urnished  Town  House,  4  00 

Nathan  Knowlton,  repairing  weights  and  measures,  3  00 

Parker  W.  Webster,  posting  town  warrants,  3  50 

E.  Brown,  assessment  of  Insurance  Company  on  Town  House,  6  54 

G.  Collins,  school  books  furnished  scholars,  25  85 
George  A.  Briggs,  damage  done  wagon,  5  00 
Horace  C.  Smith,  building  fence  and  railing  around  burying 

ground,  Old  Center,  63  25 

William  Griffith,  fixing  room  at  Town  House  for  weights  and 

measures,  5  14 

State  Treasurer,  State  tax,  1861,  477  00 

County  Treasurer,  County  tax,  1861',  1,939  39 

J.  S.  Loomis,  money  borrowed  to  pay  interest,  202  80 

Wilson  Brainard,  services  as  School  Committee,  17  36 

State  Reform  School,  for  Geo.  A.  Newman,  April  to  Oct.,  '61,  12  64 
Geo.  Moores,  stationery,  postage  and  tending  to  Town  House,  5  00 
John  Bowles,  school  books  furnished  1859  and  1860,  2  50 

George  S.  Bos  worth,  making  desks  for  High  School,  9  33 

A.  R.  Murdock,  cleaning  out  Town  House  for  High  School,  1  00 
A.  R.  Murdock,  returning  births,  14  50 

L.  S.  Hills,  collecting  taxes,  1860,  125  00 

Gilbert  Barker,  services  as  assessor,  1861,  58  50 

S.  G.  Shaw,  «      "       <k        «  54  18 

S.  G.  Shaw,  for  book,  stationery  and  postage,  &c,  7  44 

Adolphus  Strong,  balance  due  him  for  building  road  near 

McMaster's,  52  65 

Jonathan  McElwain,  opening  graves  and  returning  deaths,     21  10 

H.  A.  Davis,  adjusting  weights  and  measures,  and  expenses,     8  50 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$3,151  34 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $3,151  34 

Porter  Shearer,  building  road  at  Three  Rivers,  32  00 

J.  K.  Knox,  damage  by  dogs  to  sheep,  10  00 

Marshall  FoXj  notifying  Town  Ollicers,  3  50 

Elias  Turner,  opening  graves  and  returning  deaths,  2  20 

J.  S.  Loomis,  services  as  selectman,  53  00 

R.  S.  Hastings,  abatement  and  Town  taxes,  311  55 

R.  S.  Hastings,  discount  "  "  "  G58  70 
D.  Granger,  recording  deaths,  marriages,  births ;  stationery 

and  express  bills,  34  00 

D.  Granger,  salary  as  Superintendent  of  schools,  125  00 

"         "     services  as  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  100  00 

R.  S.  Hastings,  collecting  taxes,  1861,  62  00 

"   "       "       notifying  S.  G.  Newton,  Representative,  1  00 

George  Moores,  postage  and  wood  furnished  Town  House,  5  00 

Town  of  Monson,  2  19 


Total  amount  of  contingencies,  $4,550  98 


It  will  be  perceived  that  of  the  above  amount  $970  25  is  for  abate- 
ments and  discounts,  $1,939  39  County  taxes  and  $477  State  taxes. 
Total,  $3,386  64,  leaving  amount  expended,  proper  for  contingencies, 
$1,164  64.    Amount  appropriated  was  $2,000. 

FAMILIES  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 


Amount  paid  as  follows  : 

Mary  S.  Murdock,  ....    $123  00 

Elizabeth  Koster,  -  -             -             -             83  87 

Elvira  Kibbee,  -             -             -             -       19  84 

Mary  Webber,       -  -             -             -             42  22 

P.  Allen,       -  -             -             -                    98  80 

Emeline  Hastings,  -             -             -             84  29 

Johannah  Evans,  -             -             -                     35  28 

Harriet  Roberts,     -  -             -             -             19  85 

Diannah  Childs,  -             -             -                     90  37 

S.  T.  Weld,          -  -            -            -             11  00 

Elsie  Bullock,    -  -             -             -       34  92 

Hannah  Sullivan,   -  -             -             -             16  54 

S.  C.  Bennett,  -             -             -             -        8  00 

Elizabeth  Lucas,    -  -             -             -             48  00 


$715  98 

TO  REDUCE  TOWN  DEBTS. 

Amount  paid  on  outstanding  orders,  March  12,  1861,  $1,373  77 
E.  Brown,  interest  on  order  given,  L.  E.  Truesdell, 

($1,500),  94  50 


Amount  carried  forward,  $1,468  27 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $1,468  27 

Reuben  Rogers,  interest  on  order  given  H.  C.  Powers, 

($400),  24  00 

Boston  Five  Cents  Bank,  (interest  from  Dec.  1860  to  Dec. 

1861),  282  00 

Enos  Calkins,  amount  due  on  Abel  Calkins'  three  notes, 

given  April  15,  1848,  of  $500,  each  and  one  given 

Sept.  29,  1846,  of  $500.  2,485  17 

$4,259"*44 

The  outstanding  orders  included  in  the  above  were  given  for  re- 
pairs of  highways,  bridges,  and  for  paupers  and  contingencies. 

TOWN  DEBT. 

Note  to  Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank,  $4,700  00 

Interest  on  the  same  to  March  1st,  1862,  70  00 

Balance  of  other  debts  against  the  town,  as  estimated,  3,264  09 

Total,  $8,034  09 

Amount  of  debt  March  12,  1861,  was  $12,897  62. 
Reduced  the  debt  against  the  town  past  year,  $4,324  31 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amount  paid  as  follows : 
District  Schools, 
Graded  School, 
Highways  and  bridges, 
Contingent  expenses, 
Support  of  the  poor, 

"  volunteer  families, 
To  reduce  town  debt, 

Total  amount  paid, 

Total  amount  of  receipts, 
Total  amount  of  expenses, 

Balance  in  treasury, 


$2,864  75 
428  25 
1,669  74 
4,550  98 
962  56 
715  98 
4,259  44 

$15^451  70 


$15,873  18 
15,451  70 

$421  48 


DUE  THE  TOWN. 

From  Brimfield,  for  bridge  repairs, 

"    Hiram  Converse,  for  stock  sold  from  Poor  Farm, 

"    L.  S.  Hills,  Collector,  1859, 

<<    «    «    u  u  i860, 

".  R.  S.  Hastings,  "  1861, 

"    William  E.  Hancock,  for  sale  of  land, 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$15  25 
27  00 
30  00 
45  86 
29  73 
39  22 

$187  06 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $187  OG 
"    Alfred  Lamb,  interest  on  note  for  support  of  Molly 

Feny,  from  October,  1860,  to  March  1st,  1802,  141  01 

"    State,  on  account  of  soldiers,  500  00 


$828  07 

Balance  in  treasury,  421  48 


$1,249  55 

OUTSTANDING  ORDERS. 

Juliett  Barnes,  teaching  in  School  District  No.  12,  $66  00 

Benjamin  Davis,  damages  to  team  and  boy  on  highway,  30  00 

Fisk  &  GofF,  printing  Town  and  School  Reports,  45  85 

E.  B.  Gates,  services  as  Assessor,  1861,  57  37 

Amanda  Goff,  for  support  of  family,  20  00 

Town  of  Orange,  support  of  Mary  L.  Bacon,  44  00 

David  Knox,  opening  graves,  returning  births,  &c,  50  00 

Elvira  Kibbee,  husband  in  the  army,  4  00 

P.  Allen,            "       "    "     "  24  00 

J.  E.  Crane,  opening  graves  and  returning  deaths,  5  50 

S.  R.  Lawrence,  book  for  town,  1  25 
Town  of  Ware,  medical  attendance  upon  F.  Bacon's 

family,  1861  and  1862,  107  62 

Juliett  Barnes,  teaching  in  School  District  No.  10,  '  84  00 

George  Moores,  taking  paupers  to  State  Almshouse,  3  50 
"          "       expenses  on  pauper  business  out  of  town,       20  00 

"          "       services  as  Selectman,  50  00 

"          "       cash  paid  to  repair  Town  House,  4  08 

G.  Collins,  repairing  stoves  at           "        "  6  00 

George  Moores,  services  as  Overseer  of  Poor,  25  00 

Abel  Webber,       "              "             "  25  00 

"        "            "           Selectman,  50  00 

P.  P.  Kellogg,  goods  for  Poor  Farm,  33  00 

George  Moores,  "     "  paupers,  3  37 


Unpaid  orders  issued  the  past  year,  $758  54 

Due  several  School  Districts,  755  11 

"    on  orders  outstanding,  March  12,  1861,  3,000  00 


Liabilities,  $4,513  64 

Due  the  Town,  1,249  55 


Balance  against  Town,  $3,264  09 

The  balance  March  12,  1861,  was  $6,082  62. 

Respectfully  submitted,    GEORGE  MOORES,  )  Selectmen 
J.  S.  LOOMIS,  [  of 

ABEL  WEBBER,     )  Palmer. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

OVERSEERS    OF    THE  POOR, 

For  tlxo  Year  ending  March.  1„  1862. 


EXPENSES. 

To  inventory  of  stock,  hay,  grain,  provisions,  as  es- 

estimated  March  1,  1861,  $1,175  92 

Interest  on  cost  of  Alms  House  establishment,  150  00 

Amount  of  orders  drawn,  paid,  and  due,  on  account 
of  pauper  expenses  the  past  year  on  the  farm,  in- 
cluding $75  for  services  of  Overseers,  590  91 
Superintendent's  salary,  due  April  1,  1862,  275  00 


$2,191  83 

Amount  expended  and  contracted  for  the  support  of 
paupers  in  other  places  than  on  the  farm,  $548  00. 

RECEIPTS. 

By  inventory  of  stock,  hay,  grain,  provisions, 

as  estimated  March  1,  1862,  $1,151  55 

Amount  produce  sold  from  Town  Farm,        236  23 


$1,387  78 

Balance  against  Poor  House  establishment,  $804  05 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  MOORES,)  n 
J.  S.  LOOMIS,  f  0verseers 


ORES,") 
ER,  ) 


ABEL  WEBBER,     )  °f the  Foor' 


REPORT  OF  LIQUOR  AGENCY, 
1861-62. 


EXPENSES. 

To  inventory  of  liquors,  barrels,  &c.,  on  hand 

March  1,  1862,  $192  09 

Balance  against  Agency,  March  1,1861,  159 

Salary  of  Agent,  50  00 

Freight  on  Liquors,  &c,  6  26 

Liquors  purchased  by  Agent,  99  02 — $348  96 

RECEIPTS. 

By  inventory  of  liquors,  &c,  March  1,  1862,  $134  10 

Cash  received  for  liquors  sold,  212  32—  $346  42 


Balance  against  Agency,  $2  54 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  MOORES, )  Selectmen 
J.  S.  LOOMIS,  )■  of 

~ER,  ) 


ABEL  WEBBER,      \  Palmer 


TOWN  APPROPRIATIONS,  1861. 


Amount  raised  to  defray  contingent  expenses, 

$2,000 

00 

Common  Schools, 

2,300 

00 

Graded  School, 

Repairing  highways  and  bridges, 

500 

00 

1,500 

00 

To  reduce  Town  debts, 

6,000 

00 

State  tax, 

477 

00 

County  tax, 

1,939 

39 

Amount  of  tax  bills  placed  in  the  hands  of  Collector, 

14,841 

96 

D.  GRANGER,  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 


1 


i 


